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plore their assistance for tho attainment of the throne to
which ho aspires; and I need not say what maybe ex-
pected from an emporour, whose elevation was procured by
the forces of France.

Nor is this the only prince that claims tho imperial
crown upon plausible pretences, or whose claims other
powers may combine to support; it IM well known, that
even the Spanish monarch boliuvcs himself entitled to it,
nor can we, who have no communication with him, know
whether he has not declared to all tho other princes of
Europe, his resolution to assert his claim*

It is far from being impossible that tho pretensions of
the house of Bourbon may bo revived, and that though
no single prince of that family .should attempt to mount
the imperial throne, they may all conspire to dismember
the empire into petty kingdoms, and froo themselves from
the dread of a formidable neighbour, by erecting a number
of diminutive sovereigns, who may bo always courting the
assistance of their protectors, for tho sako of harassing;
each other.

Thus will the house by which Europe bus boon hitherto
protected, sink into an empty name, and wo shall bo left to
stand alone against all the powers that profess a different
religion, and whose interest is opposite to that of Britain.
We ought, indeed, to act with tho utmost vigour, when
we see one of tho most powerful of tho reformed princes
so far forgetful of the interest of our religion, m to cooper-
ate with the designs of Franca, and HO intent upon im-
proving the opportunity of distressing tho house of Austria,
as to neglect the common cause, and crxposo himself or his
posterity to the danger of becoming a dependant on the
house of Bourbon*

For this reason, I cannot agree that our army, though
numerous and burdensome, is greater than the necessity of
affairs requires: if we cast our eyes on the continent,
nothing is to be seen but general confusion, powerful ar-
mies in motion, the dominions of one prince invaded, of
another threatened; the tumults of ambition in one place,
and a panick stillness in another.
What will be the event of these commotions who can